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BURNETT CREEK TO LAKE MOOGERAH - 9th April 2014 
 Only five of us set out for Burnett Creek on April 9 but it was a nice congenial group of Julie, Pat & Gail in 

one car plus Gloria & Mike in another.  It was lovely to have dear Gloria back birding with us again.  We 

headed for the lagoon at the bottom of Mt Maroon where there were plenty of birds to keep us busy for a while.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Native Flora and Insects..... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 After a brief and rather unproductive (one Mistletoebird!) at Waterfall Creek Road reserve we slowly birded 

along the road around the southern end of Lake Maroon, then followed beautiful Burnett Creek, picking up 

birds as we went.  Pat was particularly thrilled by the sight of five Jacky Winters and Julie, as always, was 

happy to see her beloved black swans.  

 Mt Maroon 

 
                     Jacana                                       White-necked Heron                                       View of Mt. Lindsey in the distance. 

 
           Psydrax Odorata                    Unidentified Beetle                Elaeodendron australe fruit                        Wattle 



     
                                  Wood Ducks                                                       Jacky Winter                                    Richard’s Pipit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Croftby Road was disappointing, mainly because we were there in the middle of the day – a hot day at that – 

where little was stirring.  The hoped-for Ground Cuckoo Shrikes didn’t eventuate though Mike and Gloria 

picked up ten Little Lorikeets and a Yellow Spoonbill.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
             Gloria & Mike in the creek bed                                                             Lovely Burnett Creek  

 
                             Darter                                                        Backwaters of Lake Maroon                                                    

                          Dragonflies                        

                                                             



After a pleasant lunch at Haigh Park, with beautiful views across Lake Moogerah to Mt Greville & Main Range  

we pottered about the riverbank just below the dam wall and found the Azure Kingfisher that’s requisite to all 

our birding trips.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then home via a brief coffee and ice cream stop at Boonah & a squiz at the dam by the Beaudesert Racecourse.  

Alas, the gates were locked so we had to do our birding from the road that runs alongside the lagoon.   

 

    
         Local Wallabies              Peaceful Dove    Female red-backed Wren   Common Crow Chrysalis 

    
                       Azure Kingfisher                             Mike @ Boonah                    Plumed whistling Ducks 

 
Beautiful views of Moogerah Lake for lunch. 

                
        Fluffy Pied Butcherbird in the wind...                             Darter                                                Juv. Pied Butcherbird. 



We picked up a few more birds here and, just before that, we sighted the most interesting – and controversial – 

bird of the day when Mike, in the lead car, called our attention to a largeish raptor flying slowly, in profile, 

from right to left across the road.  He promptly identified this as a Black Kite.  The three of us in the second car 

had a quick look at this bird before it went out of sight – unfortunately on a busy road we weren’t able to stop. 

Pat and Gail have disputed this identification and Pat points out, rightly, that with disputed and unusual 

sightings we need at least two people to confirm them.   

 

I (Julie) was driving but still managed to have a reasonable look at this bird and thought it DID look very much 

like a Black Kite – but not enough to make a 100 per cent ID myself.  So what we have here is an identification 

by a dedicated and experienced and acutely observant birdo who is fairly new to the area (but very familiar with 

Black Kites) set against the combined experience of those who have birded this area for decades and never seen 

a Black Kite here, nor expected to because it’s not a bird of this region.  And who, in the case of Julie and Pat, 

are very familiar with this particular kite. 

For my own part, I’m torn between a lifetime’s experience that tells me that apparent off-range sightings nearly 

always turn out to be mistaken, and the knowledge that birds can turn up just about anywhere if there are 

observers vigilant enough to spot them.  So I’m offering up the following for consideration: 

 I grew up with Black Kites and though my first reaction was “In your dreams, Mike!” I took a good second look 

and thought that the profile and flight behaviour and darkish appearance (these brown birds can look very dark 

in early morning, late afternoon and evening light) WAS indeed that of a Black Kite. 

 We are generally more familiar with these birds when they are wheeling overhead rather than flying past in 

profile which could account for not being able to easily identify this one. 

 Black Kites are usually seen in flocks; though they can be seen in pairs at nesting time and are sometimes seen 

flying alone, though rarely very far from a flock.   

 There is an abattoir not far from where we saw the disputed bird, and Black Kites love abattoirs. 

 No Black Kite has been reported (to my knowledge) in the Beaudesert area and no member of our group has 

ever seen one here, despite birding the area for decades now.  So that makes this a very unusual sighting 

indeed.  HOWEVER, my research shows that Eremaea records quite a lot of recent sightings all over SEQ and 

northern NSW (though personally I am a little sceptical about some of these),  a small flock of these kites 

definitely has turned up on the Sunshine Coast recently and another was seen at Kilkivan – and these were first-

time sightings for those areas.  So Black Kites obviously ARE on the move and perhaps some are moving east 

due to the unusual weather conditions. 

 Black Kites are noted vagrants wherever they live in the world and in Australia they range widely, though most 

commonly seen in western and northern Queensland.  So it’s by no means impossible that our bird the other 

day WAS this species. 

 Indeed, it’s hard to know what else our Beaudesert sighting could have been.  That’s what’s puzzling me.  The 

only bird with which one could possibly confuse a Black Kite is a Whistling Kite – similar jizz, similar flight 

pattern, similar concavity in tail (yes, I know it’s much more marked in the BK but we didn’t get a very good look 

at this bird’s tail and I know from experience that a) Whistlers’ tails often appear concave and both birds’ tails 

can appear quite square when fanned and from certain angles).  We were not able to get a good look at the 

diagnostic under-patterning of the bird’s wings – yet none of us thought it WAS a whistler.   

 Finally – and to me this is the clincher – Jeff and Marg saw a Black Kite recently not so very far from our April 9 

sighting.  So, as Mike was the only one of us to get a really good look at this bird,  I think we have to accept his 

sighting and this is my decision as walk leader, though I have marked it on the list for the day with an asterisk to 

indicate dispute.  And we can all keep an eye out to see whether there are any other further Black Kite sightings 

in our area because they are an intriguing indicator to possible change in climate and/or adaptive behaviour. 

 

Attached is the bird list for the day (87 species): 

 

 
                                       Jagera pseudorhus fruit 
 
 
 
 
White Breasted Woodswallows 



 
Bird list as follows:      
1. Galah 

2. King Parrot 

3. Pale-headed Rosella 

4. Little Lorikeet (10) 

5. Scaly-breasted Lorikeet 

6. Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

7. Magpie Lark 

8. Masked Lapwing 

9. Laughing Kookaburra 

10. Crested Pigeon 

11. Bar-shouldered Dove 

12. Common Bronzewing 

13. Peaceful Dove 

14. Cattle Egret 

15. Purple Swamphen 

16. Jacana 

17. Australasian Grebe 

18. Pacific Black Duck 

19. Wood Duck 

20. Plumed Whistling Duck 

21. Hardhead 

22. Dusky Moorhen 

23. Straw-necked Ibis 

24. White-faced Heron 

25. White-necked Heron 

26. Intermediate Egret 

27. Coot 

28. Pelican 

29. Black Swan 

30. Jackie Winter 

31. Royal Spoonbill 

32. Yellow Spoonbill 

33. Great Cormorant 

34. Pied Cormorant 

35. Little Pied Cormorant 

36. Little Black Cormorant 

37. Darter 

38. Black-fronted Dotterel 

39. Silver Gull 

40. Australian Magpie 

41. Pied Butcherbird 

42. Grey Butcherbird 

43. Pied Currawong 

44. Torresian Crow 

45. Common Mynah 

46. Striated Pardalote 

47. Spotted Pardalote 

48. White-throated Gerygone 

49. Golden Whistler 

50. Rufous Whistler 

51. Pheasant Coucal 

52. Black-faced Cuckoo Shrike 

53. Rainbow Lorikeet 

54. Eastern Whipbird 

55. Grey Shrike-Thrush 

56. Grey Fantail 

57. Willie Wagtail 

58. Common Starling 

59. Noisy Miner 

60. Brown Honeyeater 

61. Lewin’s Honeyeater 

62. Silvereye 

63. White-throated Honeyeater 

64. Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

65. Striped honeyeater 

66. Noisy Friarbird 

67. Apostlebird 

68. White-browed Scrubwren 

69. Figbird 

70. Varied Triller 

71. Welcome Swallow 

72. Eastern Yellow Robin 

73. Brown Flycatcher (5) 

74. Leaden Flycatcher 

75. Mistletoebird 

76. Varied Sittella 

77. Yellow Thornbill 

78. Australian Pipit 

79. Azure Kingfisher 

80. Red-backed Wren  

81. Superb Blue Wren 

82. White-breasted 

Woodswallow 

83. Wedge-tailed Eagle 

84. Whistling Kite 

85. Brown Falcon 

86. Australian Kestrel 

87. Black Kite* 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


